
The Prez Sez 

Happy Fourth of July everyone and hope you all have a fun filled and safe holiday and 

of course I hope you have some time to do a little woodturning.   For me, I hope to have 

my shop addition well underway by the end of the holiday weekend.  The addition will 

afford me some room to spread out a bit and of course more room to store wood for 

turning.  The shop expansion project has certainly eaten away at my woodturning time, 

but I know it will be worth it when the snow is flying here in 

a few months (no Louis, I’m not complaining about the 

heat yet). 

Just a couple of items to note, the next meeting of the Da-

kota Woodturners will be held at Duey Marthaller’s shop 

on July 10
th
.  Directions to Duey’s shop and program infor-

mation are included in this edition of the newsletter.  Hope 

to see you all at Duey’s and I know Duey is excited to 

have us out to his shop.  Thank you Duey and Char ahead of time, for you kind hospi-

tality and willingness to host the meeting. 

The second item;  the Dakota Woodturners Summer Picnic, which will be held at Pat 

and Barb Schweitzer’s home on August 14.  The picnic is our August meeting; there-

fore, there will not be a morning meeting on the day of the picnic. Please look for addi-

tional information in the August newsletter on the picnic details. 

Also in the month of August, the Dakota Woodturners are scheduled to demonstrate at 

the “Capital Affair”, August 7
th
 and 8

th
.  We need a few volunteers to help set-up, de-

mobilize and demonstrate, so if you would like to help-out with the event, please let an 

E-board member know.  I will also have a time slot sign-up sheet at the July meeting; 

this will allow you sign-up for a pre-set time if you have other commitments on those 

days.  As always, stop by the booth and lend a little moral support for the demonstra-

tors. 

I would like to say “Thank You” to John Warren and his family for allowing the Dakota 

Woodturners the opportunity to browse through and buy some of Duncan’s prize pieces 

of wood.  I know most of us Woodturners found a few treasures at a very fair price.  A 

few of us may have exceeded our own wood storage limits and then again, one can 

never have too much wood. 

Hope to see you all at the July meeting and as always, “Keep the Chips and Ribbons 
Flying” and do it safely.  

 

Ron Day,  President 
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Meeting was called to order by President Ron Day.  Approxi-

mately 34 people were present. 

President Day requested a motion to approve the minutes of the 

last meeting along with a correction to the minutes.  Motion to 

approve by Dennis Schwind and seconded by Bryce Hill.  Motion 

passed by voice vote. 

Treasurers Report:  Treasurer Larry Nelson reported on the bank 

account balance which includes the money received from the 

Duncan Warren memorials. 

Correction to the newsletter of May 2010.  Weldee Baetsch said 

that the platter with the buffalo he showed at the May meeting 

was not turned by him nor painted by Alice Berning.  The platter 

was shown only as a way to decorate turnings and possibly en-

hance the turning with paintings.  Notes taken during the meeting 

said that he had turned the platter and Alice had painted it. 

President Day reported that the August picnic will be at Pat 

Schweitzerõs shop.  It is potluck.  Names will be posted in the 

newsletter as to what each member should bring.  He also asked 

for suggestion on what kind of programs would be of interest.  

He said he has a program where you identify specific woods by 

the bark or leaf.  The Club agreed that that would be interesting.  

There will be no gift exchange at the picnic. 

The picnic date is August 14, 2010 at 4:00pm. 

The President reported that the July meeting will be at Duey Mar-

thaller shop if available.  If not then at his or Patõs shop.  Watch 

the newsletter for details. 

President Day reported on the demonstration done at the Boy 

Scouts Conference at the Capital grounds. 

Scout evaluations showed that our booth was one of the most 

interesting of the booths.  Ron and Pat Schweitzer turned for 

most of the day.  They started with tops and ended up with small 

goblets.  Pat even had to run to get more wood. 

August 7 & 8 the Capital Affair will be held on the Capital 

grounds.  The Club will be doing demonstrations both days and 

would like to see people sign up as demonstrators.  Turned items 

by club members can be sold at the booth. 

President Day requested ideas on how to spend the money re-

ceived in the memorial for Duncan Warren.  Anybody with any 
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thoughts on this please bring them to the attention of the 

President or other officers. 

President Day said to watch upcoming newsletters for infor-

mation on the 2011 AAW Symposium being held in Minnea-

polis. 

President Day requested a motion to renew the Clubs website 

cost.  If paid before July we can save 7%.  Motion to pay the 

$166 for a three year renewal was made by Vern Jurgens and 

seconded by Don Flath.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

President Day mentioned that there was a large wood, tool, 

etc garage sale at Duncan Warrenõs house.  Meeting was ad-

journed so members could go there if desired. 

 

Show & Tell 

Sam Fears brought an aspen hollow form.  The vase had 

good shape to it and was well turned.  He also brought a large 

bowl turned from cottonwood burl.  It was highly accented 

with bark inclusions. Sam said that if you are ever in 

Washburn, to stop in and visit his shop. 

Larry Nelson brought a spalted big leaf maple bowl.  He also 

had a box elder bowl that was rough turned and then boiled.  

Boiling the wood approximately one hour per inch.  The fin-

ished product had no cracks and he was pleased with how 

that worked.  He also brought a very nice platter turned from 

perdrone.  The lighter wood was accented by a darker edge. 

 

Gordy Issac bought a McNaughton coring tool.  He was able 

to core 4 bowls out of one piece of ash.  However, he also 

showed the value of measuring each core by bringing a bot-

tomless bowl. 

Dennis Schwind brought a cottonwood.  It was a white to 

pale yellow in color with light gray lines. 

Don Christenson brought a large segmented chalice made out 

of blood wood.  It had a maple bottom.  The color of the 

blood wood was a very rich red color and the maple accented 

it nicely. 

Greg Pollert showed a small cottonwood bowl, a spaulted 

birch vase about 8ó high and a pear wood platter. 

Ernie Oster showed some pepper mills that he had made out 

of apple wood from Wisconsin.  He also had one made out 

(Continued on page 3) 
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of hickory and mesquite. 

Weldee Baetsch had a birds eye maple 

platter with inlay.  The inlay was nicely 

done and accented the wood.  He also 

showed a small vase with top.  He tried to 

do some enlace on it but ran into some 

difficulty and ended up removing it. 

Cliff Rime showed an ash bowl.  He 

showed a segmented bowl that has 10 seg-

ments at 18 degree ends. The bowl had 

walnut rings on the top and bottom. 

Earl Setterlund showed some salt and pep-

per shakers, and a dark walnut sugar 

shaker. 

Don Flath showed an ash burl natural edge 

winged bowl.  The grain was nicely figured.  

Don also had a large cottonwood bowl 

with some dark inclusions, a natural edge 

cottonwood bowl and a larger natural edge 

bowl all cored from the same burl. 

Louis Pittman brought a natural edge bowl 

that was cored out of Douglas fir.  It has a 

nice finish with several coats of tung oil. 

Spud Gruman gave out some angled metal 
pieces that were cut to match the 40 de-
gree angles used in the Stewart Batty 
sharpening techniques.  

 

Ken Ness, 

Secretary 
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Members present, Greg Pollert, Weldee 

Baetsch, Ron Day and Ken Ness 

President Day called the meeting to or-

der, however, due to the lack of a quorum 

it was agreed that no official business be 

considered. 

Items below were discussed. 

President Day said the bill to the Dakota 

West Arts Council (DWAC) was paid.  

That amounted to $40.00. 

It was mentioned that for the price of the 

dues, our return in grant money makes it 

well worth the expense. 

It was mentioned that the July meeting 

will be at Duey Marthaller’s shop.  The 

program will be on coring. 

It was mentioned that the August picnic 

will be at Pat Schweitzer’s shop.  The 

program will be how to identify wood by 

bark or by leaf. 

Some discussion on what we could do 

with the Duncan Warren memorial 

money.   No action taken. 

Some discussion on the fall demonstra-

tion.  More information will be coming.  No 

action taken. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8pm. 

Ken Ness, 

Secretary 

 

Before retirement Ben Schmalz 

was a drywall installer.  His wife, 

Donna, retired as the office secre-

tary from the Excel Energy Com-

pany.  Both Ben and his wife have 

an interest in working with wood.  

He concentrates on Cabinetry and 

woodturning while she enjoys re-

finishing furniture. 

Schmalz has been a member of 

the Dakota Woodturners for three 

years.  He prefers to turn seg-

mented items, especially lidded 

boxes, out of Walnut and Maple. 

Ben and Donna have four chil-

dren and five grandchildren. 

Norbert Berning 

Additional information for meeting July 10.   Meeting at Duey Marthaller ShopτAddress: 4600 30th Ave NW, Mandan 

Directions: From I-94 Exit 152, go north on Sunset Drive to stoplight, turn west on Old Red Trail.  Follow Old Red Trail for about 1.5 miles, turn 
north on 30th Ave NW (turn immediately after 7th Day Adventist Church), proceed north until pavement ends, about 1/3 mile. 

Meeting starts at 9 am, but Duey will be there by 8:00.  Everyone is welcome to come early. 

Free wood will be available: cedar (from Bullinger Tree Service), box elder, and maple.  Welcome to bring wood to share.  I will cut to size you 
want or bring a saw.  Be safe.  Big pieces can be handled. 

Bring a folder chair.  However, I will have lots of extras.  Program will be demonstration of bowl saver/coring tools (get multiple bowls from 
one blank), wood cutting, and shop tour/discussion.   

Duey 

NOTE:  MEETING SITE CHANGED  
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